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A WORLD CUP
GERMANY
2006




The XVIII FIFA World Cup
will be held from 9th June to 9th July 2006 across 12 venues in Germany, 
with 32 nations competing in the month-long festival of sporting excellence.

The Lord’s Eleven

Was first the Chosen Team of Christ,
But is now the Commissioned Church known as His “Eleven” sent throughout the world

Intro:  The Lord’s ELEVEN 
Six occurrences of Eleven in the Bible.
Mt. 28:16; Mk. 16:14; Lk. 24:9, 33; Acts 1:26; 2:14

In the Qualifying Rounds

A.
The ELEVEN Plus One 

1.
The Selection of the Team.

a.
The Prayer.


Lk. 6:12f
b.
The Probation – disciples


Lk. 6:13

c.
The Players’ List - apostles

Lk. 6:13-16; Mt. 10:2-4; Mk. 13:13-19

i.
Peter, the Captain and Centre-forward – first mentioned in all lists.

And Simon he surnamed Peter.
ii.
John and James, 2 strikers – the sons of thunder in a 2-5-3 game.
Mk. 3:17
3 in the front line: (Peter) and James the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James; and he surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder.
5 in the midfield: And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, … and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus


2 backs: and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Canaanite.
iii.
Matthew, the goal-keeper – the publican (tax-collector), only in 
Matt. 10:3

and Matthew,


Cf. Matt. 9:9
iv.
Judas, the reserved – the last mentioned in all lists with a notorious attribute.



And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him.

Matt. 10:4
2.
The Strategy for the Team. The Players were sent forth …


“send forth” [apostello] with same root as apostles [apostolos]


Apostles were sent forth; football players play football; 

Christians behave as Christians. 


Acts 11:26; I Pet. 4:16
a.
They “kick off” with Power and Authority 
Mk. 3:15

[Their “ordination”, instructions, skills, etc. come from the coach.]


b.
They have a Planned Strategy
i. 1 to 1 marking – 
… and…
Mt. 10:2-4 

first, Simon… and Andrew; James… and John; Philip and Bartholomew; 

Thomas… and Matthew; James Alphaeus… and Lebbaeus Thaddaeus;


Simon… and Judas Iscariot

ii. 2 by 2 support –  sent them two and two
cf. Lk.10:1

After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come.

c.
They have a Priority to save souls (to score goals).
Mt. 10:5, 6

They are not to be side-tracked by their opponents; they are to pursue their goals:


These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, 

Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:


But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

i.
Their Mission – the lost sheep of Israel
Mt. 10:6



  -- avoid Gentiles and Samaria.
Mt. 10:5

ii.
Their Message – the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
Mt. 10:7

iii.
Their Manner of approach/attack.
Mt. 10:7-15

· Aim for the Goal:

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.
10:7

· Pass the ball around – 

10:8

Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.
· Be single-minded – do not be sidetracked; play in your position.
10:9-10

Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat.
· Pass the ball to a partner in position; otherwise draw the opposition out.
10:11, 12
And into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, inquire who in it is worthy; and there abide till ye go thence. And when ye come into an house, salute it.
· Keep calm when tackled. Do not keep the ball at your feet too long, pass it on.  10:13, 14
And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you. and whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet.
· If you try your best and play out the game plan, you will not be blamed whatever the result.

Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.

10:15
In the Semi-finals
B. The Eleven 

1.
 The Team – the eleven [its occurrences in the New Testament]
a.
They Rejected the woman’s testimony, and felt dejected. [Goal scored against them?]


And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest.  It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles. And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not.
Lk. 24:9-11ff

b.
Rebuked for not believing in Jesus. [Time-out and further instructions?]
Mk. 16:14


Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen.

c.
Role of Peter.
[Paved the way to the goal front?]
Lk. 24:9, 12


[The women] told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest… Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass.

d.
Revival of the Team. [Motivated by the Person of the Coach]
Lk. 24:33-35


And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them, saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was known of them in breaking of bread.

e.
Reassurance of the Coach.

Lk. 24:36 see v. 33


And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.
2.
The Coach – Jesus.

Mt. 28:16-20

a.
His Qualifications – the resurrected Christ.
Mt. 28:18

b.
His Instructions

Mt. 28:19

i.
Teach all nations.

Ct. #A. 2c (i) above

ii.
Teach them to observe all things.

c.
His Declaration and Promise: I am with you always. 
Mt. 28:20

d.
His renewed Commission with a new Spirit.
Acts 1:8 cf. 2:4
In the Finals
C.
The ELEVEN Plus One 
1.
The Eleven and the Substitute – numbered with the eleven.
Acts 1:26


And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; 

and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

2.
The Eleven and the Captain – standing up with the eleven

Acts 2:14

Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, 
Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, 
and hearken to my words….

3.
The Team Scored with the renewed Spirit and 3000 Souls were Saved. 
Acts 2:41, 42

Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

In the current World Cup Tournament, the Lord is enlisting members for …

The Lord’s Eleven.
Who is on the Lord’s side? Who will serve the King?

Who will be His helpers, other lives to bring?

Who will leave the world’s side? Who will face the foe?

Who is on the Lord’s side who for Him will go?
Who is on the Lord’s side? Who will serve the King?

Who will be His helpers, other lives to bring?

By Thy grand redemption, by Thy grace divine,

We are on the Lord’s sod; Saviour, we are Thine!

Not for weight of glory, not for crown and palm,

Enter we the army, raise the warrior psalm;

But for love that claimeth lives for whom He died:

He whom Jesus nameth must be on His side.

Jesus, Thou hast bought us, not with gold or gem,

But with Thine own life-blood, for Thy diadem;

With Thy blessing filling all who come to Thee,

Thou hast made us willing, Thou hast made us free,

Fierce may be the conflict, strong may be the foe;

But the king’s own army none can overthrow;

Round His standard raging, victory is secure.

For His truth unchanging makes the triumph sure.

Frances Ridley Havergal






